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Commander-in-Chief ’s Message
Welcome to the June edition of the Loyal Legion Historical Journal.  As we

enter the summer season Cathy and I wish you the best.
Our ancestors originally founded MOLLUS in order to be ready to subdue an

overthrow of the United States Government.  As that threat passed the original
Companions of the Loyal Legion saw their task to be recording and telling the
true story of the Rebellion.  This they accomplished through the War Papers of
each Commandery which were read at their periodic state meetings and
published for the public. They also supported military education and the
preparation of Officers for the Army, Navy and Marine Corps.  

Today our duty to the original Companions is to continue their work, tell their
stories, and support the Officer training programs around the country. To each
Companion and Dame, I ask of you, how are you supporting this mission?

The MOLLUS ROTC program operates at the Commandery level at the
discretion of the Commandery Commander. This Spring I have had the honor
of presenting two ROTC awards, one on behalf of the Ohio Commandery to
the Army ROTC unit at Ohio State and one on behalf of the Commandery-in-Chief to the oldest continuous Army
ROTC unit in the United States – at the University of Dayton, which is where my maternal Grandfather attended his
training in 1917.

I suggest that all State Commanderies consider adopting some ROTC programs in your state institutions of higher
learning.

Lastly,  keep an eye out for a Constant Contact email with information on our upcoming Nationial Congress which will be
held on October 13-15, 2023 in Gettysburg, PA.

Loyally — Rob Ø
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Welcome New Members
HEREDITARY COMPANIONS
George William Lamac, 22879, PA
Father, Austin William Lamac

Richard Stair Bradley, 22880, PA
Captain Walter L. Cadwell, Co. H, 9th New York Cavalry

Ronald Lee Adolphi, 22881,VA
CAPT. William A. Wilson, Co. K 102nd Illinois Vol. Infantry

Steven Rogers Von Hitritz, 22882,VA 
BVT. MG Thomas M. Harris, 10th West Virginia Vol. Inf.

Richard Spencer Burke, 22883 VA
BVT. BG John H. Howe, 124th Illinois Vol. Cavalry

Henry Anthony Brown, 22884, RI
LTC. Julius P. Garesche, Cousin W. S. Rosecrans

Mason Lane Matyi, 22885, OH
2LT John P. Huffman, Co.I  67th Ohio Vol. Inf.

Atlas Henry Able, 22886, OH
2LT John P. Huffman, Co.I  67th Ohio Vol. Inf.

Richard Francis Pagano, 22887, PA
Surgeon, Philip M. Senderling, 8th New Jersey Vol. Inf.

Joseph Jessop Warren, 22888, PA
2LT Jonathan J. Jessop, Co. B 187th Pennsylvania Vol. Inf.

ASSOCIATES COMPANIONS
Paul Richard Morgera, A366, FL
Ronald William Barnes, A367, RI
Thomas Gregory Able, A368, OH

Visit Our New Website at: Loyallegion.Org
New Content Added Frequently
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Commander-in-Chief
Col. Robert D. Pollock, USAF Retired (OH)

Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief
Michael T. Bates, Esq. (DC)

Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief
Paul T. Davis (MI)

Recorder-in-Chief
Gary L. Grove, Ph.D.(PA)

Treasurer-in-Chief
Lee Allan Tryon (CT)

Registrar-in-Chief
Jefferson D. Lilly II, (IN)

Chancellor-in-Chief
Linn W. Malaznik (CA)

Judge Advocate-in-Chief
Gerald Fitzgerald Fisher, Esq.(NY) 

Chaplain-in-Chief
The Rev. Canon Robert Girard Caroon, Ph.D.(CT)

Surgeon-in-Chief
Dr. Daniel Henry Heller, MD (IN)

Council-in-Chief
Harold L. Colvocoresses, Jr. (CT)

Ryan B. Weddle, LCDR, USNR (NY)
William F. Forbes (PA)
John D. Moore (DC)
Robert J. Wolz (OH)

Harrison G. Moore (TX)
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The Loyal Legion Historical Journal is a quarterly
publication published by the Memorial Fund of the
Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United
States, which was founded on April 15, 1865.
Pertinent materials will be welcomed by members
and the public. Articles and news should be
submitted to Paul Davis at pdmarcomm@aol.com.
Content must be formatted in Microsoft Word and
submitted electronically. High resolution
photographs and art work (300 DPI JPEG or
TIFF files) at the finished size to be published
should be submitted and accompanied by a
description and/or caption.

Submission Deadlines:
Submission deadlines are NO LATER THAN
February 1, May 1, August 1 and November 1.

Copyright 2021 Memorial Fund of The Loyal
Legion of the United States
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The Michigan Commandery Awarded 4 ROTC Awards to the Wolverine Battalion: Recipients are: Army: Cadet John
Dillon, Air Force: Cadet Cole Whidden, NAVY: MIDN Kevin Gu and MIDN Marine Corps Option to Jackson Dell the
first Marine Option MIDN to receive the ROTC Award at the University Of Michigan.

Cadet Joseph Rauch from Norwich University received the ROTC
Award Of Merit from the Connecticut Commandery. Pictured on the left
is Commandant of the Corps of Cadets, Brigadier General William
McCollough; center is Past CT Commandery Commander and current
Council-in-Chief member Harold L. Colvocoresses, and on the right,
Cadet Rauch. Norwich University The Military College of Vermont, is a
private military academy in Northfield, Vermont.  It is the oldest private
and senior military college in the United States and was founded on
August 6,1819 in Norwich, Vermont.

ROTC Awards / MOLLUS Events

Eight Army ROTC cadets, representing six battalions in three states, received the Medal of Merit from the Virginia
Commandery this year. Brandon Broussard, Hampden Sydney College, and Nicholas Lewis, University of Richmond are
members of the “Spider Battalion” at the University of Richmond. 

Kelly Cruz, Mary Baldwin University, a member of the Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership.
Ethan Pulket and Sebastian Isasi of the “Revolutionary Guard Battalion”, comprised of students from Christopher

Newport University and the College of William & Mary.
Tyler Mullins, at the University of Tennessee-Chattanooga and John Cathey, at East Tennessee State University.
Allie Hollis at Appalachian State University.
Companions Robert Krasche, Robert Crum, John S. Moore, Michael McGurk and Jeffry Burden participated  in

presenting the awards this year.

Tyler Mullins

Sebastian Isasi

Ethan Pulket

Kelly Cruz
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Lincoln Tomb and Stephenson Honor Guard

Lincoln Tomb Wreath Presenters

Kim Heltemes and Vince Barker, MOLLUS,
Wisconsin Commandery in attendance for Lincoln

Tomb Ceremonies

Companions Wisconsin MOLLUS Commandery
L to R Thomas Curtis, Alan Hembel, Commander
Murry “Chip” Bedford, Dean Collins and Kim

Heltemes.

MC Lincoln Tomb Paul Davis, MOLLUS

MIDN Kevin Gu, University Of Michigan.
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Dames of the Loyal Legion

What a great honor it was to represent our organization at the Lincoln Death Day
Ceremony in Springfield, Illinois and to work cooperatively with MOLLUS in
laying a wreath. I thank all of you for allowing me this honor. I would like to make
you aware of the scholarship the Dames support.

The Helen Soden Brady Memorial Scholarship 
DOLLUS members with children in college can apply yearly.
1. Only a DOLLUS member can nominate a person (female or male) to receive

this scholarship. The applicant must state the relationship of the applicant to the
DOLLUS member.

2. Each nomination letter must include the name, address and age of the applicant.
3. List the college or university where the applicant will attend, the year in school,

the course of study, and the year the applicant is expected to graduate.
4. List any activities and or awards received in school, and also the applicant’s

Grade Point Average.
5. List any participation in community service and any work experience.
6. The letter of recommendation by a DOLLUS member is to be sent to the Chairperson of the Helen Soden Brady

Memorial Scholarship Fund and must be received by July1st in any given year. The award(s) will be divided among those
candidates recommended.

For additional information contact the Chairperson Monie Upham on our National website dollus.org. Looking forward
to seeing as many of you as possible at our National Meeting in October. 

Loyally, Jan Davis, National President DOLLUS  Ø

DAMES Sheri O’Connell,  Laurie Moore
and Anne Schaeffer Cleaning the Monument
for Captain William McKendree Cronise.

Co.H, Sharpsburg Rifles (L To R)

Lincoln Tomb Services Springfield,
Illinois (L To R) Cathy Harris,
Rosemary Martin, DOLLUS
National Color Bearer Chuck

Worley, Jan Davis

Jan Davis placing wreath at Benjamin
Stephenson Memorial Service, 

Petersburg, Illinois.

Benjamin Stephenson Memorial Service, DUVCW (R To L) Mary
Ellen Fryer, Jan Davis,DOLLUS President, Norma Fiedler PNP

DUVCW,Linda Holzhausen, and DUVCW New Member.
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William Christie Johnson was born March 19, 1842 or 1843
to John Sutton and Susannah (Sheldon) Johnson on the family
farm near Bantam, Ohio. In September of 1861, he entered the
Ohio Wesleyan University, but was forced to withdraw a year later due to illness. 

Hearing his country’s call, Johnson enlisted as a Private in the 89th Ohio
Infantry on August 7, 1862 and was mustered into Company F, on August 22,
1862. While with the 89th, he served in Kentucky in September of 1862, to the
resist Kirby Smith’s threatened invasion of Cincinnati. From there, he and his
regiment were ordered to Kanawha Valley in what is now West Virginia to serve
at Gauley Bridge and Fayetteville. After that, the regiment was ordered back to
Tennessee, serving at Nashville during the winter of 1862-1863 and at Carthage
during the spring of 1863. After his service there, he was ordered to a
convalescent camp at Gallatin, TN, where he was detailed as acting hospital
steward with the United States Colored Troops. In September of 1864, he
rejoined his unit. His work as a hospital steward with the USCT must have
caught the attention of some influential people, as on Nov. 14, 1864, he was
appointed a 2nd Lieutenant in the 42ndUnited States Colored Troops. For

whatever reason, he was mustered into Co. A of that regiment until May 10, 1865. On June 12, 1865, 2nd Lt. Johnson
requested 20 days leave with a 10 day extension to deal with some personal business. He was approved for a 20-day leave. He
returned to his regiment where it was serving garrison duty at Chattanooga, TN. The regiment was serving at Huntsville,
Alabama, when Johnson requested another 20 days leave to attend to business that required his urgent attention. The request
was granted and after his leave, he returned to his regiment, serving in Huntsville until he was mustered out on January 31,
1866. 

He appears to have found love not long after his discharge, as he married Eliza A Littelle on May 10, 1866. This union was
blessed with 3 children, Eugene, Walter, and Bessie. After the war, he settled in Union City, Indiana, where he became a
druggist in 1867. He worked as a druggist until 1873. From 1873 to 1878, he worked as a bank cashier in Portland, Indiana.
After this, Johnson moved back to Ohio, and 1881, along with his brother, George and William Leeper, they founded
Johnson & Leeper Hardware Company, where he became the manager. 

Apparently wanting to be reunited with his brother officers of the Union military, on March 6, 1889, former 2nd Lt.
Johnson was elected a Companion of the First Class in the Ohio Commandery and was assigned Insignia No. 6887.  

He retired from being the manager of Johnson & Leeper Hardware Company in 1898. 
He was also a member of the Grand Army of the Republic. He joined the Jones Post No. 401, Department of Ohio. He

served as Commander of that Post, two times. He helped plan and run the 1898 GAR National Encampment in Cincinnati,
Ohio. In recognition for his service, Johnson was elected Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief of the GAR. Unfortunately, on
February 5, 1899, Commander-in-Chief James A Sexton passed away and William C Johnson became acting Commander-
in-Chief. Unfortunately, due to disagreements within the Council of Administration prevented him from being made
permanent Commander-in-Chief. At the 1899 National Encampment, being unable to seek to a full term as Commander-
in-Chief, because he had been acting Commander-in-Chief, he was elected full Commander-in-Chief and was retired with
the highest honors at the end of the Encampment. 

He continued giving back to the community, as in 1900, he was elected a member and Vice President of the Board of
Public Service of Cincinnati for one term. He also served as an assistant Postmaster of Cincinnati, serving from 1906 to
1915. He became active in the Ohio Commandery of MOLLUS, as he was elected to the Commandery Council for the
1905-1906 term. 

Unfortunately, Companion Johnson died at 11:40 am on April 27, 1917 at the Avondale Apartments in Cincinnati, of
heart trouble. He was buried in Spring Grove Cemetery in Cincinnati, Ohio. Ø

William Christie Johnson Insignia 6887  
by Adam Gaines National Historian, Insignia 22470
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Sailor Home From The Sea 
By Doug Slauson Insignia 22372

On March 25, 2023, Doug Slauson, Commander of MOLLUS Iowa Commandery, and Mike Rowley, a companion of the
Wisconsin Commandery, along with members of various hereditary Orders gathered in Monticello, Iowa to honor Seaman
First Class Donald Stott. Seaman Stott died in Hawaii during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. Seaman Stott was on the
USS Oklahoma when it capsized. Through DNA testing, Seaman Stott’s remains were identified and returned from the
Punch Bowl Cemetery to his family for reburial in Monticello. Seaman Stott was just 19 when he perished.

Navy pall bearers carried his casket to the burial site at the
Oakwood Cemetery in Monticello, Iowa accompanied by Honor
Guards. A gun salute was performed. The contingent of the
hereditary Orders stood at a distance to honor the fallen sailor. Many
attendees were delighted at the display of respect and patriotism.  Ø

Pictured Left to Right: Matt Schwalm, Doug Slauson, Mike Rowley,
Dave Nation, Randy Lyon, and Larry Hoelscher, all members of the Sons
of the American Revolution.
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Eternal Father, strong to save,
Whose arm hath bound the restless wave,

Who bid’st the mighty ocean deep
It’s own appointed limits keep;
O hear us when we cry to Thee,

For those in peril on the sea.

USS Oklahoma

Eternal Father, Strong to Save
(The Navy Hymn)
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Large Emblem Medal (Hereditary or Associate)** $160 _____ _______

Miniature Emblem Medal 

(Hereditary or Associate)** $85 _____ _______

Emblem Medals 14-16K Gold 

(3-4 month delivery)   On request _____ _______

Hereditary Replacement Ribbon $20 _____ _______

(Large Medal)

Hereditary Replacement Ribbon $20 _____ _______

Officer Neck Ribbon $32 _____ _______

Rosettes (Hereditary, Associate, or Honorary) $9 _____ _______

Officer Rosette (Indicate State or National) $24 _____ _______

Neck Tie  (All Silk) $34 _____ _______

Blazer Patch $20 _____ _______

Certificate of Hereditary Membership (8.5” x 11”)* $25 _____ _______

Certificate of Hereditary Membership (17” x 19”)* $ _____ _______

Certificate of Associate Membership (8.5” x 11”)* $25 _____ _______

Official MOLLUS Scarf (9.5” x 72”) $45 _____ _______

Book: Union Blue, by PCinC Robert G. Carroon $25 _____ _______

MOLLUS Cuff Links (Vermeil) $100 _____ _______

Gold Plated Challenge Coin $25 _____ _______

MOLLUS Name Badge (shipping incl.) $22 _____ _______

Bow Tie $22 _____ _______

NEW! Cummerbund $25 _____ _______

Combo Offer When Purchased Together:

Bow Tie & Cummerbund $45 _____ _______

Shipping based on total merchandise cost: Shipping $______

Up to $10 = $5

$11 to $50 = $8 TOTAL $______

$51 to $100 = $10

$101 or more = $14

**Vermeil (gold on sterling silver)
*When ordering the Hereditary 17”x19” Hereditary Certificate, the worksheet is MANDATORY.
Please download and complete the Worksheet located at:  
http://suvcw.org.mollus/resources/certorder.pdf

Name______________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________

City/State/Zip______________________________________________

Insignia # (required)_________________________________________

Email______________________________________________________

MOLLUS Merchandise

Order Today!

For a complete list of merchandise, visit:

http://suvcw.org/mollus/resources/pricelist.htm

Large membership certificates require additional

information. Forms available on website.

Questions?

Contact Joe Coleman at drjtc30@comcast.net

Please include the shipping cost associated with

your purchase.

Make checks payable to:

MOLLUS Commandery-in-Chief

Send orders and payment to:

Joseph T. Coleman, Ed.D

85 Beddington Lane

Strasburg, PA 17579

Price Qty Amount

NON PROFIT ORG

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

AKRON, OH

PERMIT NO. 29

Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the United States
4490 Buteo Drive
Traverse City, Michigan 49684

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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