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Commander-in-Chief’s Message: New Directions 
Greeting to all Companions!

Let me start by offering thanks to my predecessor, Michael T. Bates, for his able
leadership. It’s my pleasure to serve as the 66th Commander-in-Chief of our Order,
and especially as we have some exciting changes afoot.

First: the Commandery-in-Chief has engaged a firm to design and build a new
website for the Loyal Legion. The new platform will include several added features
to allow broader and more timely communication. The website will feature a
members-only, password-protected section that will provide forms, Commandery
contact information, an online shop, and a calendar of important Loyal Legion and
other relevant events. Other content will include biographies of past Commanders-
in-Chief, list of Companions awarded the Medal of Honor, Original Companion
information, past issues of the LLHJ, and much more. Junior Vice-CinC Jeff Lilly
will continue to lead this effort. We expect to have the new site online this Spring.
Stay tuned for more updates!

Trustees’ Corner
The Loyal Legion Memorial Fund’s donation year is entering its second half. Companions have responded generously, but we
have a way to go to meet our goal of $12,500 in annual gifts by September 30. 
Thanks to your past support, the Memorial Fund continues its mission to underwrite publication of this Journal, to support
worthy historical organizations, to assist planning of commemorative events, and to aid in our newest project: helping
reimburse Commanderies and individuals for expenses in marking unmarked graves of Original Companions of our Order. 
You’ll be receiving an email from the Fund’s Trustees in the near future. Please respond generously and help the Memorial
Fund carry out its important ends. (Gifts can be made anytime securely online here.

Loyally,
The Trustees of the Loyal Legion Memorial Fund

Second: as you are now seeing, the Trustees of the Loyal Legion Memorial Fund have made the decision to move our beloved
Loyal Legion Historical Journal (LLHJ) to a fully-electronic format. This decision was not made lightly or in a vacuum.
Printing and mailing costs are steadily rising, eating up an ever-greater portion of Fund assets. Future issues of the LLHJ will be
distributed via email through the MOLLUS Constant Contact account, and also posted to our website. If desired, Companions
will be able to easily download and print the current issue of the LLHJ in .pdf format from the Constant Contact email or the
website. Ultimately, the Memorial Fund Trustees will be creating a more nimble, interactive publication, while being able to
allocate cost savings to other worthwhile endeavors within its mission.

Loyally,
Paul T. Davis, Commander-in-Chief

https://loyallegion.org/about/loyal-legion-memorial-fund/
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HEREDITARY COMPANIONS 

ASSOCIATE COMPANIONS 

Welcome New Members

Gerald Lawrence Runyan 22979 (VA)
CAPT Morris Crater Runyan, 9th NJ INF

Steven Michael Brouse 22980 (TN)
CAPT James Jones Kacey, 47th PA INF

Douglas Lee Frazier 22981 (IA)
MAJ Sextus Homer Shearer, 47th IN INF

Otto Joseph Klotzbach 22982 (PA)
1LT Charles Manning Whiteside, 16th NY H A

Andrew Franklin Webster 22983 (PA)
2LT Edwin Longmire, 2nd PA H A 

Mark Duane Lupke 22984 (PA)
CAPT Jay Thompson, 3rd WI CAV

David Bancroft Butler 22985 (RI)
GEN William Tecumseh Sherman, USA

Matthew Shane McGaha 22986 (TN)
1LT John R. Shults, 8th TN CAV (US)

Ronald Naseem Fuller 22987 (MO)
LT Alfred Moore Jones

Thomas Edward Jacks 22968 (MO)
2LT Lemcil Bales Morris, 168th OH INF

Robert George Urban 22989 (VA)
1LT David K. Springer, 122nd PA INF

Sameer Ferrell 22990 (CA)
The Rev. Stephen A. Moore, Chaplain, 63rd IL INF

Nicholas Ryan Johnson 22991 (IN)
1LT Crawford McDonald, 48th IN INF

Michael Bradley Wilson 22992 (VA)
1LT George Logan Clonts, 32nd MO INF

Samuel Ryan Corker 22993 (TN)
1LT Robert Burns Dickey, 2nd NY INF

Logan Andrew Williams 22994 (TN)
2LT Henry Clayborn Butler, 7th West TN CAV (US)

James Isaiah Mazars de Mazarin 22995 (DC)
BG Lyman Allen, Kansas ADJ GEN

William Collins Dickinson II 22996 (DC)
BVT MAJ Francis Breckinridge McLenahen, 205th PA

Edward Alexander Phillips 22997 (TN)
MAJ James Scarboro Duncan, 7th East TN INF (US)

Robert Victor Comegys 22998 (IN)
LTC Elijah E. Massey, Eastern Shore MD INF

Robert Samuel Jason Boshers A391 (TN)

Philip Chamberlain Russell A392 (VA)

David Christopher Warren A393 (MO)

Martin Ray Aubuchon A394 (MO)
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Commander-in-Chief’s Message/ Trustees’ Corner

Welcome New Members

I N S I D E

Original Companion Unmarked Grave Registration Initiative

Aged Warrior: James Wolf Crane of Illinois

Commandery News: Connecticut, Iowa, Indiana, and Tennessee

The MOLLUS Meets: Philadelphia 2025 and D.C. 2026

Registrar-in-Chief 
Sumner G. Hunnewell (MO)

Judge Advocate-in-Chief 
Matthew D. Dupee, Esq. (PA) 

Chancellor-in-Chief 
Linn W. Malaznik (CA) 
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The MOLLUS Meets: Philadelphia 2025 and Washington, D.C. 2026

The Loyal Legion, and the Dames of the Loyal Legion, held their annual business meetings at Philadelphia’s Union League
in October 2025. Paul T. Davis of Michigan assumed office as Commander-in-Chief of the MOLLUS, to be ably assisted by
SVCinC Will Forbes of Pennsylvania and JVCinC Jeff Lilly of Indiana. 

The annual banquet, in the impressive banquet hall of the armory of the First Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry, saw PCinC
Michael Bates present the Daugherty-Thompson Cup to the Pennsylvania Commandery, recognizing the largest
Commandery membership increase. Companions and guests enjoyed a tour of the First Troop’s extensive collection of
militaria.

Companions at the banquet.

The Daugherty-Thompson Cup, presented by 
PCinC Bates to PA Commander Austin Lamac.

Dames at the banquet.
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Outgoing C-in-C Bates administers the oath of office to newly-elected 
national officers.

L to R: Registrar-in-Chief Sumner Hunnewell, Chaplain-in-Chief Robert Todd
Giffin, Council-in-Chief member Adam Gaines, TN Commander Mac Crawford,
Judge Advocate-in-Chief Matt Dupee.

The MOLLUS Meets: Philadelphia 2025 and Washington, D.C. 2026
(continued)
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In February, Lincoln birthday commemorations included a banquet and Capitol tour organized by the District of Columbia
Commandery, under the leadership of Commander John D. Moore. The banquet on February 11 featured guest speaker John
Reeves talking about his recent book, “Soldier of Destiny: Slavery, Secession, and the Redemption of Ulysses S. Grant.” As
usual, representatives of Lincoln Memorial University in Tennessee were on hand in tribute to their school’s namesake.

The following day, Companions and Dames gathered at the Lincoln Memorial with many other lineage societies for the 
annual birthday commemoration. Mike Literst of the National Park Service, the Communications Chief of the National Mall
and Memorial Parks, spoke about the renovations and construction taking place in the undercroft of the Memorial. PCinC
James Simmons presented the James Alan Simmons History Award, named in memory of PCinC Simmons’ father, to Katie
Fultz of LMU.

The MOLLUS Meets: Philadelphia 2025 and Washington, D.C. 2026
(continued)

PCinC Bates welcoming attendees on behalf of the 
Loyal Legion.

The Presidential Wreath.

DC Commander John D. Moore guides members of the Dames and guests at the Capitol.



Commandery News 
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CONNECTICUT

IOWA

At the U.S. Coast Guard Academy in New London, members of
the Connecticut Commandery awarded the ROTC Medal of
Merit in September to Cadet 3rd Class Matthew LePere,
recognizing outstanding scholarship and leadership.

USCGA Superintendent Gregory Rothrock, Cadet LePere,
and CT Past Commander Harold Colvocoresses.

Members of the Iowa Commandery, under the leadership of
Commander David Burkett, continue an active schedule,
including assisting with grave markings, and giving public
presentations at schools and other venues. The Commandery
will be meeting on April 25.

Josh Dryer, SUVCW, and Iowa
Commander David Burkett at the marker
dedication for Pvt. David Edwards, 2nd
Wisconsin Infantry in Rippey Cemetery.

Companions Mike Rowley, Doug Frazer and David Burkett at the
dedication of a new flagpole in Woodlawn Cemetery, Des Moines.

Companion Martin Mundorf speaking to students in Dennison, Iowa.
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Commandery News (continued)

 

 

INDIANA

After a busy 2025, the Indiana Commandery is well underway for an active year in 2026. The Commandery
held its Winter meeting virtually on January 21 to discuss the upcoming calendar of events and activities.

On March 28, the Indiana Commandery dedicated a headstone for 1st Lt. Louis Reno Darragh, 140th
Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. Lieutenant Darragh was an Original Companion of the Colorado
Commandery (Insignia #08188). His grave in Newark Cemetery in rural Greene County, Indiana had been
unmarked since his death at age 61 in 1900, until a headstone was ordered and installed by Indiana
Companions. Darragh’s family has a long history of service to the nation: his father also served as a Civil War
officer, and his great-grandfather, John Hart, was a signer of the Declaration of Independence. A large
contingent of Companions, SUVCW and SVR Brothers, local veterans’ organizations, and community
members participated in the dedication event, which received local media attention.  

Commandery members will gather in Terre Haute, Indiana on May 30 for their Spring meeting. On that day,
the Commandery will again dedicate a headstone at the unmarked grave of an Original Companion: 1st
Lt./RQM John G. Shryer (Insignia #13237, Indiana Commandery) of the 97th Indiana Infantry. Lt. Shryer died
in 1904 and is buried in historic Woodlawn Cemetery. In addition to the marking ceremony, Indiana
Companions will conduct their business meeting, enjoy a lunch at the Country Club of Terre Haute, and tour
several historical sites of military significance in the Wabash River Valley. Contact Commander Jon Swarts for
more information at jswarts82102@gmail.com.

IN Companions at the Darrogh dedication included Garry Wells (left), and Commander Jon Swartz, SVC David Hoesli,
and JVC-in-C Jeff Lilly (right).
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Commandery News (continued)

 

 

TENNESSEE

The Tennessee Commandery hosted “MOLLUS in
Memphis” on November 7 and 8, 2025, to commemorate
new grave markers for three Original Companions whose
graves had never been marked.

Captain Haynes E. Hudson, 1st Missouri Engineers;
Colonel James A. Swain, USV; and Lt. Col. William
Hunter, 32nd Illinois Infantry are buried at historic
Elmwood Cemetery in Memphis. The Commandery
obtained government military headstones for each of them,
based on the research of JVC-in-C Jefferson D. Lilly, who
has researched and documented hundreds of Union officers
who joined the Loyal Legion but are interred in unmarked
graves. 

Of particular note is Capt. Hudson, who after leaving the
1st Missouri Engineers in 1864, served in Memphis as a
prosecutor and municipal judge before being appointed by
President Ulysses Grant as United States Attorney for the
Western District of Tennessee. He died in office in 1873
from cholera at age 35.

At the dedication event, present-day U.S. Attorney D.
Michael Dunavant spoke to honor the memory of Capt.
Hudson. His remarks are reprinted below.

Another initiative for the Commandery is supporting
expansion of the Sultana Disaster Museum in Marion,
Arkansas, near Memphis. The museum commemorates the
greatest maritime disaster in United States history, in
which 1,200 recently-released Union POWs died after their
vessel, the steamer Sultana, sank in the Mississippi River
on April 27, 1865. The Sultana, built to carry fewer than
400 passengers, was carrying 2,200 Union personnel when
its boiler gave way. 

TN SVC Mark Norris and PA Commander Austin Lamac present the TN
Commandery check to Jason Kollrath of the Sultana Disaster Museum.

TN Comm. McClernand Crawford at the grave of Lt. Col. William Hunter.
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The Museum recently acquired the 1939 Marion High
School gymnasium and auditorium for expansion, and it is
due to open later this year. In support of the Sultana
Disaster Museum’s $10 million capital campaign, the 
Commandery at its Fall 2025 meeting heard from Jerry
Potter, member of the Museum Board and author of The
Sultana Tragedy.

Commandery News (continued)

U.S. Attorney D. Michael Dunavant speaks to ceremony guests
at Elmwood Cemetery.

Tennessee: Hudson Remarks
Remarks as prepared for delivery 

\by U.S. Attorney D. Michael Dunavant 
at the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the 

United States (MOLLUS) 
Fall 2025 Meeting & Grave Marking Ceremony

Elmwood Cemetery, Memphis, TN
November 7, 2025

April 15, 1865, his Commander in Chief, President
Lincoln was assassinated. During those turbulent times of
reconstruction, at a relatively young age, he went on to
serve as a City Prosecutor in Memphis, was elected Judge
of the Criminal Court here, and then later served as U.S.
Attorney. His appointment and service as the chief federal
prosecutor coincided with the very beginning of the
Department of Justice, the only federal agency with moral
imperative in its very name – to do Justice. 
You see, the Justice Department didn't exist for nearly 100
years after America came into existence. The Justice
Department came into existence on July 1, 1870. And it
came into existence following a tremendous wave of
violent behavior following the Civil War. And in many
ways, the beginnings of the DOJ as an established federal
agency began right here in Memphis.

In January, Tennessee SVC Mark Norris delivered a
Commadery check, and hosted Pennsylvania Commander
Austin Lamac on a tour of the expansion. Commander
Lamac donated a copy of Union Blue for the Sultana
Museum’s new library.

Thank you, Judge Norris for inviting me to attend and
participate to honor the legacy and service of former 
U.S. Attorney and Judge Haynes E. Hudson. He had 
a remarkable legal and public service career until his 
death at only age 35. 
We have a rich history of honorable and effective 
U.S. Attorneys who have served the Western District 
of Tennessee:

Andrew Jackson was the 1  person to serve as U.S.
Attorney by appointment of President Washington,
from 1790 – when Tennessee was just a territory, until
1797, after we became the 16  state in the union. Of
course, Andrew Jackson went on to be our 7
President.

st

th

th

Mr. Hudson was the 18  person to serve as the U.S.
Attorney, under the appointment of Ulysses S. Grant,
who was also Hudson’s prior Commanding General of
the Union Army.

th

 •  • And today, I have the honor of being both the 50  and
54  person to serve as U.S. Attorney, under the
appointment of President Trump. 

th

th

Think about the political and social dynamics of our nation
during the service of Judge Hudson: 
He had served as an officer in the Union Army, and settled
back in Memphis after the Civil War in March, 1865. On 
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Commandery News (continued)

There were riots in Memphis in 1866, with about four
dozen people killed. And the tensions that were over
whether or not African American, black Americans were
going to have the liberties and freedoms that the Civil War
had been fought to try and make possible. And less than 60
days later in New Orleans, Louisiana, both black
Americans and people who were called White republicans
at the time, we're marching together to make sure that
people could recognize the rights of individuals, another
four dozen people killed. And Ulysses S Grant, became the
President of the United States starting in 1869, and he
decided that it's important to secure the rights and liberties
of people because there is an epidemic of violence that
goes across the South as a result of the prevalence of the
Ku Klux Klan. And he appoints an attorney general of the
United States, who was an officer of a Confederate Army.
A fellow named Amos Ackerman. And he becomes the
Attorney General. And he begins a crusade to defend the
liberties of citizens of the United States, against those who
would seek to deprive them of those liberties with violent
behavior that was designed to intimidate them. There were
dozens and dozens of murders, and violent acts that
included horrendous beatings and the like, designed to
intimidate people, and to cause them to abandon the course
that we had set for liberty for all Americans. And this is the
situation which calls forth the Justice Department. It comes
into existence to defend the liberties of 
American citizens, and absent its 
existence, those liberties were fast 
evaporating.
In 1870, the amount of litigation 
involving the post-Civil War United States 
necessitated the expensive retention of 
private attorneys, until Congress passed 
the Act to Establish the Department of 
Justice, led by the Attorney General, to 
handle the legal business of the United 
States. The Act gave the Department 
control over all federal law enforcement, 
and all criminal prosecutions

and civil suits in which the United States had an interest.
Of the many challenges facing a new
 Department of Justice and its first Attorney General, Amos
Akerman, none was more prominent than assuring the civil
and voting rights for African Americans during
Reconstruction (1865-1877) in the former Confederate
states. The adoption of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and
Fifteenth Amendments to the Constitution extended civil
and legal protections to former slaves and prohibited states
from disenfranchising voters “on account of race, color, or
previous condition of servitude.” President Ulysses S.
Grant ordered that the new Department of Justice’s initial
mandate was to counter and subdue those groups in the
South who had been using intimidation and violence to
oppose the Amendments. No other group was more
dangerous than the Ku Klux Klan who often carried out
lawless acts of violence and aggression, terrorizing African
Americans for exercising their right to vote, running for
public office, and serving on juries.
In response to the Ku Klux Klan’s acts of terror, Congress
passed a series of Enforcement Acts in 1870 and 1871 to
end such violence and empower the President to use
whatever legal and military means necessary to protect
African Americans. Amos Akerman would be Grant’s
choice for his Attorney General to spearhead this
enforcement. Amos T. Akerman—a former Confederate
Army officer and unlikely choice to head up a new 



 LOYAL LEGION HISTORICAL JOURNAL / SPRING 202612

Department of Justice tasked with overseeing
Reconstruction--would ultimately prove one of the best
choices Grant ever made for his cabinet and
administration.
Both Attorney General Akerman and the first U.S. Solicitor
General, Benjamin Bristow, used the new powers and
resources of the Department of Justice to successfully
prosecute Ku Klux Klan members in the early 1870s. In
the first years of Grant's first term in office as President,
there were over 1,000 indictments against Klan members
with over 550 convictions won by new Department of
Justice lawyers. By late 1871, there were more than 3,000
indictments and 600 more convictions. Due to the initial
and highly successful efforts of the new Department of
Justice, Attorney General Akerman, and U.S. Attorney
Hudson, there was a dramatic decrease in violence in the
South by the time Ackerman left office in 1872. This
would prove to be just the beginning to a celebrated 150
years of federal law enforcement by the officials and
employees of our Department of Justice.
The mission of strong and aggressive prosecution and
protection of civil rights by the Department of Justice
continues today, for the purpose of liberating people, so
that they can live lives free from the course and impacts of
destructive violence. 
And so today, we remember the meeting of the Memphis
Bench and Bar in June, 1873 to honor the death of Judge
Hudson, and it was reported to be a “Sincere Tribute from
Confederate Soldiers to the Worth of a Federal Official.”
Those tributes included:

“Upon his official life there is not a blemish, and his
private and professional life was pure.”
“They referred in exalted terms to the kindness, the
frankness and sincere brotherly feeling that marked the
conduct of Judge Hudson when he met those from
whom he had been separated by war and who were
estranged by the difference of political sentiment.”
“They at once recognized the lofty character of the
man by the fearless and conscientious manner in
which he discharged the laborious duties of his
position, and His administration was effective, just and
impartial, knowing neither party nor sect in his honest 

TN SVC Mark Norris at the grave of Capt. Haynes Hudson.

Commandery News (continued)

      endeavors to promote the public good, restore order,  
      and maintain law for the protection of every citizen.”

“He became a terror at once to evil doers. Vice, and 
crime, and violence were repressed. life and property
became once more safe and secure. Hope and confidence
were again restored to Memphis, and new era of law and
order arose.”
We just recited the Pledge of Allegiance earlier – we said,
“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of
America, and to the republic for which it stands. One
nation under God. . .” WITH WHAT? With Liberty and
Justice. These belong together. And when we sustain
Liberty by imposing justice, we make a difference, just like
Judge Hudson. 
May we all rise to calling and service to Memphis that his
memory and service exemplified. 
Thank you.



Aged Warrior: James Wolf Crane of Illinois
By Harvey C. Hutchison, Ed.D. (CW4, USA, Ret.) — Companion 22971 (VA)

(Companion Hutchison is a great-great-great-grandson of Capt. Crane.)

In Freeport, Illinois, at the corner of Galena Avenue and Stephenson
Street, stands an eighty-three-foot tall limestone obelisk memorial,
designed by General Smith D. Atkins and erected in 1871. Bronze
plaques at the base list the names of all of Stephenson County's Civil
War veterans. James Wolf Crane, born during Thomas Jefferson’s
administration, appears twice as an officer in two different units, the
67th Illinois Infantry Regiment and the 46th Regiment, Illinois Veteran
Volunteer Infantry.

James, a farmer before the Civil War, was born in Montgomery County,
New York on 21 May 1808, the fifth of 13 children born to Caleb Camp
Crane and Mary Polly Steele. He married Almira Lawson in 1827 in
Amsterdam Village, New York. They eventually had five children, and
moved with their growing brood to Stephenson County about 1840. 

Despite his advanced age, James volunteered for service in the 67th
Illinois Infantry Regiment, a three-months unit organized in June 1862
at Camp Douglas near Chicago. The 67th, along with four other similar
units, were mustered in after an urgent call on the governors of States to
send militia troops to Washington, as fear grew in May 1862 that a great
enemy force was advancing on the capitol. Capt. Crane, about 1864.
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James was mustered as a Captain into Company “H” on June 13 1862. The feared threat to Washington had eased by then,
and the 67th remained at Camp Douglas performing guard duty. James was mustered out in October 1862 along with all
remaining Company members (six soldiers had been discharged early, and three had deserted). 

James’ return to civilian life was brief. In December 1863, at age 55, he again responded to the call of duty by joining the
46th Illinois Infantry Regiment as a Private in the “new” Company “D” (a replacement Company he helped raise). The 46th
Illinois had been formed in December 1861, and had done good service at Shiloh and elsewhere. By January 1864 enough of
its men had re-enlisted for the Regiment to retain its organization. That month it was designated a “Veteran Regiment”, and
James was commissioned Captain of the “new” Company “D”. The Herkimer/Montgomery Counties (Illinois) Military Honor
Roll of Honor states, based on excerpts from the “History of Company D, New Organization”, that: “…He was probably the
oldest man in his regiment to hold commission.” It further adds that James “…was a man of strong convictions, honest and
upright in his dealings with his comrades”; “…kind and generous to the comrades of his command and the whole regiment,
and would rather suffer himself than wrong any one of the command…”; and, “Loyal and patriotic, he endured the hardships
of a soldier’s life at the age of 56 years, which in itself speaks more eloquently for this noble man than any eulogy
pronounced by his friends.”

During his time with Company “D”, James saw considerable action. He participated in the Yazoo Expedition of May 1864;
the Battle at Jackson Cross Roads, Mississippi in July 1864; and the siege of Fort Blakely, Alabama, in March 1865. He
resigned his commission on 7 April 1865 and returned home, where he worked in the livery business.
James, a middle-aged veteran of two regiments, died in September 1873 from injuries caused by a runaway team of horses.
He is buried in Freeport City Cemetery in Stephenson County.



In January 2023, then-Registrar-in-Chief Jeff Lilly undertook a project to put into electronic format a list of all 
14,000 Original Companions. That straightforward task turned into a years-long labor of love for him. Now Junior
Vice-Commander-in-Chief, Lilly has located over 90% of those burial locations, as well as other vital information 
about them such as dates and locations of birth and death. This data will form the basis for a future membership
management system.

While performing this research, Lilly noticed that there were Original Companions who were resting in verified
unmarked graves. That struck a chord with him, and he created a sub-initiative to get those Union officers their just 
due. Despite being a work-in-progress, JVCinC Lilly has verified 152 Original Companions in unmarked graves across 
27 states and 3 countries. There are likely many more yet to be verified. He was shocked by that number, but he also
knew that the National Cemetery Administration within the Department of Veterans Affairs will create and ship a
military headstone at no cost for unmarked Civil War veteran graves, upon receipt and verification of an application.

Given that there is a need and a VA program that will address that need, the Loyal Legion Memorial Fund agreed to
begin an initiative that will provide applicant State Commanderies, or individuals or other groups as approved, with 
up to $200.00 in reimbursement for costs associated with placing a VA-supplied stone for a verified unmarked Original
Companion. Even though the stone is provided at no charge, many times there are costs associated with receiving,
setting, or perpetual care of the stone. The funds from the LLMF are designed to offset those expenses. The form is on
the next page.

To date there have been five stones placed through this initiative – one in North Carolina, three in Tennessee (Hudson,
Hunter, Swain), and one in Indiana. There will be two more placed in Indiana in 2026. If there are State Commanderies
that have an interest in participating in the program, please contact JVCinC Lilly at jeffdlilly@gmail.com. 
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Original Companion Unmarked Grave Registration Initiative

August 2025: Cemetery workers placing marker of USN Lt. Warrington Roath
in Asheville, N.C..

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/272382484/warrington-d-roath
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/100091201/haynes-emmons-hudson
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/271905041/william-hunter
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/119759193/james-albert-swain
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/17179980/louis-reno-darragh
mailto:jeffdlilly@gmail.com


LOYAL LEGION MEMORIAL FUND OF THE 
MILITARY ORDER OF THE LOYAL LEGION OF THE UNITED STATES

ORIGINAL COMPANION
GRAVE MARKING PROJECT 
Commandery Reimbursement Form 

Amount Requested: 

Commandery Name: 

Phone Number and Email: 

Contact Person & Address: 

Type of Expense(s) Incurred: 

Cemetery Name(s) & Location(s): 

Check Should Be Made Payable To: 

Original Companion(s) & Insignia Number(s): 

PLEASE SUBMIT ALL RECEIPTS ALONG WITH THIS FORM TO ENSURE PROPER AND TIMELY
REIMBURSEMENT. THANK YOU HELPING ENSURE OUR ORIGINAL COMPANIONS ARE REMEMBERED! 

Commanderies may submit receipts up to $200.00 for expenses directly related to the marking of a grave of 
a previously unmarked Original Companion. Examples of allowable expenses are stone setting, foundation 
pouring, perpetual care agreements, stone acceptance and storage, flag markers, or other related 
expenses. Personal expenses such as mileage, meals, or charitable donations are not permitted under this 
program. Please complete the following form and submit it and detailed receipt documentation to the LLMF 
Treasurer Lee Tryon, 4 Raven Circle, Avon, Connecticut 06001-3317 (leetryon@comcast.net). 



MOLLUS Merchandise
Order Today! 
For a complete list of merchandise, visit:
http://suvcw.org/mollus/resources/pricelist.htm 

Name________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________ 

City / State / Zip_______________________________________________ 

Insignia # (required)____________________________________________ 

Email________________________________________________________

Large membership certificates require additional
information. Forms available on website. 

Questions?
Contact Joe Coleman at drjtc30@comcast.net 

Please include the shipping cost associated with
your purchase. 

Make checks payable to:
MOLLUS Commandery-in-Chief 

Send orders and payment to:
Joseph T. Coleman, Ed.D
85 Beddington Lane
Strasburg, PA 17579

Price
$160 _____

Qty Amount 
_______ Large Emblem Medal (Hereditary or Associate)**

Miniature Emblem Medal
(Hereditary or Associate)**
Emblem Medals 14-16K Gold
(3-4 month delivery)
Officer Neck Ribbon
Rosettes (Hereditary, Associate, or Honorary)
Officer Rosette (Indicate State or National)
Neck Tie (All Silk)
Blazer Patch
Certificate of Hereditary Membership (8.5” x 11”)*
Certificate of Hereditary Membership (17” x 19”)*
Certificate of Associate Membership (8.5” x 11”)*
Official MOLLUS Scarf (9.5” x 72”)
Book: Union Blue, by PCinC Robert G. Carroon
Gold Plated Challenge Coin
MOLLUS Name Badge (shipping incl.)
Bow Tie
New! Cummerbund
Combo Offer When Purchased Together:
Bow Tie & Cummerbund
 
Shipping based on total merchandise cost:

$85 _____

On
Request_____
$32 _____ $9
_____ $24 _____
$34 _____ $20
_____ $25 _____
$45 _____ $25
_____ $45 _____
$25 _____ $25
_____ $22 _____
$22 _____ $25
_____

$45 _____

Shipping $______ 

Up to $10 = $6 
$11 to $50 = $11 
$51 to $100 = $15 
$101 or more = $19 

**Vermeil (gold on sterling silver) 
*When ordering the17”x19” Hereditary Certificate, the worksheet is MANDATORY. 
Please download and complete the Worksheet located at: 
http://suvcw.org.mollus/resources/certorder.pdf 

_______ 

_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______
_______ 

_______ 

Please check the online merchandise form for the updated shipping
rates 
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	The MOLLUS Meets: Philadelphia 2025 and Washington, D.C. 2026
	The Loyal Legion, and the Dames of the Loyal Legion, held their annual business meetings at Philadelphia’s Union League in October 2025. Paul T. Davis of Michigan assumed office as Commander-in-Chief of the MOLLUS, to be ably assisted by SVCinC Will Forbes of Pennsylvania and JVCinC Jeff Lilly of Indiana.
	The annual banquet, in the impressive banquet hall of the armory of the First Troop Philadelphia City Cavalry, saw PCinC Michael Bates present the Daugherty-Thompson Cup to the Pennsylvania Commandery, recognizing the largest Commandery membership increase. Companions and guests enjoyed a tour of the First Troop’s extensive collection of militaria.
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	The MOLLUS Meets: Philadelphia 2025 and Washington, D.C. 2026 (continued)
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	The MOLLUS Meets: Philadelphia 2025 and Washington, D.C. 2026 (continued)
	In February, Lincoln birthday commemorations included a banquet and Capitol tour organized by the District of Columbia Commandery, under the leadership of Commander John D. Moore. The banquet on February 11 featured guest speaker John Reeves talking about his recent book, “Soldier of Destiny: Slavery, Secession, and the Redemption of Ulysses S. Grant.” As usual, representatives of Lincoln Memorial University in Tennessee were on hand in tribute to their school’s namesake.
	The following day, Companions and Dames gathered at the Lincoln Memorial with many other lineage societies for the  annual birthday commemoration. Mike Literst of the National Park Service, the Communications Chief of the National Mall and Memorial Parks, spoke about the renovations and construction taking place in the undercroft of the Memorial. PCinC James Simmons presented the James Alan Simmons History Award, named in memory of PCinC Simmons’ father, to Katie Fultz of LMU.
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	Commandery News
	CONNECTICUT
	At the U.S. Coast Guard Academy in New London, members of the Connecticut Commandery awarded the ROTC Medal of Merit in September to Cadet 3rd Class Matthew LePere, recognizing outstanding scholarship and leadership.

	IOWA
	Members of the Iowa Commandery, under the leadership of Commander David Burkett, continue an active schedule, including assisting with grave markings, and giving public presentations at schools and other venues. The Commandery will be meeting on April 25.
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	Commandery News (continued)
	INDIANA
	After a busy 2025, the Indiana Commandery is well underway for an active year in 2026. The Commandery held its Winter meeting virtually on January 21 to discuss the upcoming calendar of events and activities.
	On March 28, the Indiana Commandery dedicated a headstone for 1st Lt. Louis Reno Darragh, 140th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. Lieutenant Darragh was an Original Companion of the Colorado Commandery (Insignia #08188). His grave in Newark Cemetery in rural Greene County, Indiana had been unmarked since his death at age 61 in 1900, until a headstone was ordered and installed by Indiana Companions. Darragh’s family has a long history of service to the nation: his father also served as a Civil War officer, and his great-grandfather, John Hart, was a signer of the Declaration of Independence. A large contingent of Companions, SUVCW and SVR Brothers, local veterans’ organizations, and community members participated in the dedication event, which received local media attention.
	Commandery members will gather in Terre Haute, Indiana on May 30 for their Spring meeting. On that day, the Commandery will again dedicate a headstone at the unmarked grave of an Original Companion: 1st Lt./RQM John G. Shryer (Insignia #13237, Indiana Commandery) of the 97th Indiana Infantry. Lt. Shryer died in 1904 and is buried in historic Woodlawn Cemetery. In addition to the marking ceremony, Indiana Companions will conduct their business meeting, enjoy a lunch at the Country Club of Terre Haute, and tour several historical sites of military significance in the Wabash River Valley. Contact Commander Jon Swarts for more information at jswarts82102@gmail.com.
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	Commandery News (continued)
	TENNESSEE
	The Tennessee Commandery hosted “MOLLUS in Memphis” on November 7 and 8, 2025, to commemorate new grave markers for three Original Companions whose graves had never been marked.
	Captain Haynes E. Hudson, 1st Missouri Engineers; Colonel James A. Swain, USV; and Lt. Col. William Hunter, 32nd Illinois Infantry are buried at historic Elmwood Cemetery in Memphis. The Commandery obtained government military headstones for each of them, based on the research of JVC-in-C Jefferson D. Lilly, who has researched and documented hundreds of Union officers who joined the Loyal Legion but are interred in unmarked graves.
	Of particular note is Capt. Hudson, who after leaving the 1st Missouri Engineers in 1864, served in Memphis as a prosecutor and municipal judge before being appointed by President Ulysses Grant as United States Attorney for the Western District of Tennessee. He died in office in 1873 from cholera at age 35.
	At the dedication event, present-day U.S. Attorney D. Michael Dunavant spoke to honor the memory of Capt. Hudson. His remarks are reprinted below.
	Another initiative for the Commandery is supporting expansion of the Sultana Disaster Museum in Marion, Arkansas, near Memphis. The museum commemorates the greatest maritime disaster in United States history, in which 1,200 recently-released Union POWs died after their vessel, the steamer Sultana, sank in the Mississippi River on April 27, 1865. The Sultana, built to carry fewer than 400 passengers, was carrying 2,200 Union personnel when its boiler gave way.
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	Commandery News (continued)
	The Museum recently acquired the 1939 Marion High School gymnasium and auditorium for expansion, and it is due to open later this year. In support of the Sultana Disaster Museum’s $10 million capital campaign, the  Commandery at its Fall 2025 meeting heard from Jerry  Potter, member of the Museum Board and author of The Sultana Tragedy.
	In January, Tennessee SVC Mark Norris delivered a Commadery check, and hosted Pennsylvania Commander Austin Lamac on a tour of the expansion. Commander Lamac donated a copy of Union Blue for the Sultana Museum’s new library.

	Tennessee: Hudson Remarks
	Remarks as prepared for delivery  \by U.S. Attorney D. Michael Dunavant  at the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of the  United States (MOLLUS)  Fall 2025 Meeting & Grave Marking Ceremony Elmwood Cemetery, Memphis, TN November 7, 2025
	Thank you, Judge Norris for inviting me to attend and participate to honor the legacy and service of former  U.S. Attorney and Judge Haynes E. Hudson. He had  a remarkable legal and public service career until his  death at only age 35.  We have a rich history of honorable and effective  U.S. Attorneys who have served the Western District  of Tennessee:
	Andrew Jackson was the 1st person to serve as U.S. Attorney by appointment of President Washington, from 1790 – when Tennessee was just a territory, until 1797, after we became the 16th state in the union. Of course, Andrew Jackson went on to be our 7th President.
	Mr. Hudson was the 18th person to serve as the U.S. Attorney, under the appointment of Ulysses S. Grant, who was also Hudson’s prior Commanding General of the Union Army.
	•  • And today, I have the honor of being both the 50th and 54th person to serve as U.S. Attorney, under the appointment of President Trump.  Think about the political and social dynamics of our nation during the service of Judge Hudson:  He had served as an officer in the Union Army, and settled back in Memphis after the Civil War in March, 1865. On
	April 15, 1865, his Commander in Chief, President Lincoln was assassinated. During those turbulent times of reconstruction, at a relatively young age, he went on to serve as a City Prosecutor in Memphis, was elected Judge of the Criminal Court here, and then later served as U.S. Attorney. His appointment and service as the chief federal prosecutor coincided with the very beginning of the Department of Justice, the only federal agency with moral imperative in its very name – to do Justice.  You see, the Justice Department didn't exist for nearly 100 years after America came into existence. The Justice Department came into existence on July 1, 1870. And it came into existence following a tremendous wave of violent behavior following the Civil War. And in many ways, the beginnings of the DOJ as an established federal agency began right here in Memphis.
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	Commandery News (continued)
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	Commandery News (continued)
	Department of Justice tasked with overseeing Reconstruction--would ultimately prove one of the best choices Grant ever made for his cabinet and administration. Both Attorney General Akerman and the first U.S. Solicitor General, Benjamin Bristow, used the new powers and resources of the Department of Justice to successfully prosecute Ku Klux Klan members in the early 1870s. In the first years of Grant's first term in office as President, there were over 1,000 indictments against Klan members with over 550 convictions won by new Department of Justice lawyers. By late 1871, there were more than 3,000 indictments and 600 more convictions. Due to the initial and highly successful efforts of the new Department of Justice, Attorney General Akerman, and U.S. Attorney Hudson, there was a dramatic decrease in violence in the South by the time Ackerman left office in 1872. This would prove to be just the beginning to a celebrated 150 years of federal law enforcement by the officials and employees of our Department of Justice. The mission of strong and aggressive prosecution and protection of civil rights by the Department of Justice continues today, for the purpose of liberating people, so that they can live lives free from the course and impacts of destructive violence.  And so today, we remember the meeting of the Memphis Bench and Bar in June, 1873 to honor the death of Judge Hudson, and it was reported to be a “Sincere Tribute from Confederate Soldiers to the Worth of a Federal Official.” Those tributes included:
	“Upon his official life there is not a blemish, and his private and professional life was pure.”
	“They referred in exalted terms to the kindness, the frankness and sincere brotherly feeling that marked the conduct of Judge Hudson when he met those from whom he had been separated by war and who were estranged by the difference of political sentiment.”
	“They at once recognized the lofty character of the man by the fearless and conscientious manner in which he discharged the laborious duties of his position, and His administration was effective, just and impartial, knowing neither party nor sect in his honest
	endeavors to promote the public good, restore order,         and maintain law for the protection of every citizen.”
	“He became a terror at once to evil doers. Vice, and
	crime, and violence were repressed. life and property became once more safe and secure. Hope and confidence were again restored to Memphis, and new era of law and order arose.” We just recited the Pledge of Allegiance earlier – we said, “I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for which it stands. One nation under God. . .” WITH WHAT? With Liberty and Justice. These belong together. And when we sustain Liberty by imposing justice, we make a difference, just like Judge Hudson.  May we all rise to calling and service to Memphis that his memory and service exemplified.  Thank you.
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	Aged Warrior: James Wolf Crane of Illinois By Harvey C. Hutchison, Ed.D. (CW4, USA, Ret.) — Companion 22971 (VA)
	(Companion Hutchison is a great-great-great-grandson of Capt. Crane.)
	In Freeport, Illinois, at the corner of Galena Avenue and Stephenson Street, stands an eighty-three-foot tall limestone obelisk memorial, designed by General Smith D. Atkins and erected in 1871. Bronze plaques at the base list the names of all of Stephenson County's Civil War veterans. James Wolf Crane, born during Thomas Jefferson’s administration, appears twice as an officer in two different units, the 67th Illinois Infantry Regiment and the 46th Regiment, Illinois Veteran Volunteer Infantry.
	James, a farmer before the Civil War, was born in Montgomery County, New York on 21 May 1808, the fifth of 13 children born to Caleb Camp Crane and Mary Polly Steele. He married Almira Lawson in 1827 in Amsterdam Village, New York. They eventually had five children, and moved with their growing brood to Stephenson County about 1840.
	Despite his advanced age, James volunteered for service in the 67th Illinois Infantry Regiment, a three-months unit organized in June 1862 at Camp Douglas near Chicago. The 67th, along with four other similar units, were mustered in after an urgent call on the governors of States to send militia troops to Washington, as fear grew in May 1862 that a great enemy force was advancing on the capitol.
	James was mustered as a Captain into Company “H” on June 13 1862. The feared threat to Washington had eased by then, and the 67th remained at Camp Douglas performing guard duty. James was mustered out in October 1862 along with all remaining Company members (six soldiers had been discharged early, and three had deserted).
	James’ return to civilian life was brief. In December 1863, at age 55, he again responded to the call of duty by joining the 46th Illinois Infantry Regiment as a Private in the “new” Company “D” (a replacement Company he helped raise). The 46th Illinois had been formed in December 1861, and had done good service at Shiloh and elsewhere. By January 1864 enough of its men had re-enlisted for the Regiment to retain its organization. That month it was designated a “Veteran Regiment”, and James was commissioned Captain of the “new” Company “D”. The Herkimer/Montgomery Counties (Illinois) Military Honor Roll of Honor states, based on excerpts from the “History of Company D, New Organization”, that: “…He was probably the oldest man in his regiment to hold commission.” It further adds that James “…was a man of strong convictions, honest and upright in his dealings with his comrades”; “…kind and generous to the comrades of his command and the whole regiment, and would rather suffer himself than wrong any one of the command…”; and, “Loyal and patriotic, he endured the hardships of a soldier’s life at the age of 56 years, which in itself speaks more eloquently for this noble man than any eulogy pronounced by his friends.”
	During his time with Company “D”, James saw considerable action. He participated in the Yazoo Expedition of May 1864; the Battle at Jackson Cross Roads, Mississippi in July 1864; and the siege of Fort Blakely, Alabama, in March 1865. He resigned his commission on 7 April 1865 and returned home, where he worked in the livery business. James, a middle-aged veteran of two regiments, died in September 1873 from injuries caused by a runaway team of horses. He is buried in Freeport City Cemetery in Stephenson County.
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	Original Companion Unmarked Grave Registration Initiative
	In January 2023, then-Registrar-in-Chief Jeff Lilly undertook a project to put into electronic format a list of all  14,000 Original Companions. That straightforward task turned into a years-long labor of love for him. Now Junior Vice-Commander-in-Chief, Lilly has located over 90% of those burial locations, as well as other vital information  about them such as dates and locations of birth and death. This data will form the basis for a future membership management system.
	While performing this research, Lilly noticed that there were Original Companions who were resting in verified unmarked graves. That struck a chord with him, and he created a sub-initiative to get those Union officers their just  due. Despite being a work-in-progress, JVCinC Lilly has verified 152 Original Companions in unmarked graves across  27 states and 3 countries. There are likely many more yet to be verified. He was shocked by that number, but he also knew that the National Cemetery Administration within the Department of Veterans Affairs will create and ship a military headstone at no cost for unmarked Civil War veteran graves, upon receipt and verification of an application.
	Given that there is a need and a VA program that will address that need, the Loyal Legion Memorial Fund agreed to begin an initiative that will provide applicant State Commanderies, or individuals or other groups as approved, with  up to $200.00 in reimbursement for costs associated with placing a VA-supplied stone for a verified unmarked Original Companion. Even though the stone is provided at no charge, many times there are costs associated with receiving, setting, or perpetual care of the stone. The funds from the LLMF are designed to offset those expenses. The form is on the next page.
	To date there have been five stones placed through this initiative – one in North Carolina, three in Tennessee (Hudson, Hunter, Swain), and one in Indiana. There will be two more placed in Indiana in 2026. If there are State Commanderies that have an interest in participating in the program, please contact JVCinC Lilly at jeffdlilly@gmail.com.
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	LOYAL LEGION MEMORIAL FUND OF THE
	MILITARY ORDER OF THE LOYAL LEGION OF THE UNITED STATES
	ORIGINAL COMPANION GRAVE MARKING PROJECT  Commandery Reimbursement Form
	PLEASE SUBMIT ALL RECEIPTS ALONG WITH THIS FORM TO ENSURE PROPER AND TIMELY REIMBURSEMENT. THANK YOU HELPING ENSURE OUR ORIGINAL COMPANIONS ARE REMEMBERED!

	MOLLUS Merchandise Order Today!  For a complete list of merchandise, visit: http://suvcw.org/mollus/resources/pricelist.htm
	Large membership certificates require additional information. Forms available on website.
	Questions? Contact Joe Coleman at drjtc30@comcast.net
	Please include the shipping cost associated with your purchase.
	Make checks payable to: MOLLUS Commandery-in-Chief
	Send orders and payment to: Joseph T. Coleman, Ed.D 85 Beddington Lane Strasburg, PA 17579
	Name________________________________________________________
	Address______________________________________________________
	City / State / Zip_______________________________________________
	Insignia # (required)____________________________________________
	Email________________________________________________________
	Qty
	**Vermeil (gold on sterling silver)  *When ordering the17”x19” Hereditary Certificate, the worksheet is MANDATORY.  Please download and complete the Worksheet located at:  http://suvcw.org.mollus/resources/certorder.pdf

	Please check the online merchandise form for the updated shipping rates

